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NATO Climate Change and Security Action Plan

• The implications of climate change include drought, soil erosion and
marine environmental degradation. These can lead to floods, loss of
land and livelihood, and have a disproportionate impact on women
and girls as well as poor, vulnerable or marginalised populations, as
well as potentially exacerbate state fragility, fuel conflicts, and lead to
displacement, migration, and human mobility, creating conditions
that can exploited by state and non-state actors that threaten or
challenge the Alliance.



Mahbub ul Haq

In the last analysis, human security means 
a child who did not die, a disease that did 
not spread, an ethnic tension that did not 

explode, a dissident who was not 
silenced, a human spirit that was not 

crushed. 



Key Take-Aways

• climate change is an urgent security issue

• climate insecurity will undermine economic 
growth, including corporate prosperity in the short, 
medium, and long terms

• we need to act together, now, to safeguard our 
climate and security





Statement for the Record: Worldwide Threat Assessment 
Armed Services Committee, US Senate

Climate change is an important factor in the current and future operating
environment for the Joint Force, affecting foreign nations’ internal stability
and military capabilities. We assess that climate change will increasingly
exacerbate risks to U.S. national security interests as physical impacts
increase and geopolitical tensions mount about how to respond. The
physical effects of climate change are likely to intensify cross-border
geopolitical flashpoints, including a growing risk of conflict over cross-
border migration and water, food, and mineral resources. We also assess
the potential for instability and possibly internal conflict in developing
countries will increase, in some cases creating additional demands on U.S.
military resources—particularly for humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief operations. Moreover, as climate change effects destabilize
underdeveloped regions, Sunni terrorist groups probably will have more
opportunities to advance their presence, recruitment, and operations. The
most vulnerable countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean,
and the Middle East that are dealing with the physical effects of climate
change will continue to request military and nonmilitary assistance from
the United States to help manage and mitigate those issues.
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a little more action please...





BE KIND, REWIND
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