
Restoring Earth: Nature in the 21st Century

22th September 2021

Tim Christophersen, Head, Nature for Climate Branch, UNEP

UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration (2021-2030)



UN Decade: Background

UN General Assembly resolution A/RES/73/284 (1 March 2019):

"To prevent, halt and reverse the degradation of ecosystems worldwide"

UNEP and FAO invited to 

“lead the implementation of the Decade, in collaboration with the secretariats of 

the Rio conventions, other relevant multilateral environmental agreements and 

entities of the United Nations system […]”

Strategy and visual identity released in 2020, Decade launched on 5 June 2021

Focus on enhancing and supporting existing restoration commitments and 

implementation of Rio Conventions and the SDGs



Key Messages

• Healthy and productive ecosystems are the basis for our economy and society

• We might be close to natural tipping points or ‘points of no return’ on climate change

• Nature must be part of an all-out decarbonization effort. Nature-based solutions 

have benefits beyond climate action 

• Conservation of nature no longer enough – we must actively restore

• Restoration is not only an issue for developing countries – much can happen in the 

UK & Europe, in particular reforming agriculture and food systems

• Repurposing fossil fuel & agriculture subsidies can provide significant climate finance

• What is needed now: political will for transformative change







A world where — for the health & wellbeing of all life on Earth & that of future generations

the relationship between humans and nature has been restored, where the area of healthy 

ecosystems is increasing and where ecosystem loss, fragmentation and degradation has 
been ended.

Vision



• Digital hub

• Awareness

• Education

• Ethics

• Economics

• Financing mechanisms

• Leaders as champions

• Legislation and policy

• Cross-sectoral dialogues

• Redirect subsidies

• Design, implement, monitor & 

sustain

• Long-term research

• Lessons learned

• Indigenous knowledge

• Land tenure and FPIC

3 Pathways until 2030 

1. A global movement 2. Political will 3. Technical capacity



Building a global movement: from 
commitments to action

A networked approach that...

• Connects hundreds of selected global partners…

• To thousands of local implementers…

• Reaching hundreds of millions across the globe…

Building on insights from New Power to strengthen 
ownership and celebrate existing efforts by all stakeholders 
and within countries

Messaging - Positive and inclusive antidote to climate 
anxiety while inspiring a new #GenerationRestoration

Innovations - An interactive digital hub for the Decade to 
communicate, support and scale action on the ground



Partnership Framework

• Lead Agencies

• Collaborating Agencies

• Funding Partners

• Voices

• Global Partners

• Supporting Partners

• Restoration Implementers

• Actors



Advocacy, communications 

and awareness raising



Upscaling and replicating existing restoration projects in

oceans, forests, grasslands, estuaries, mangroves, wetlands and savannas

Building on existing efforts and experiences  

Source: Texas Community Watershed PartnersSource: The Nature Conservancy



Visual Identity – links with key SDGs

Share it.

Adapt it.

Make it your own!



Use #GenerationRestoration
to tag all your restoration related activities



Resources & Contacts

UNEP restorationdecade@un.org FAO decade-on-restoration@fao.org

The Ecosystem Restoration Playbook – a practical guide to 

healing the planet

FAO Position paper on “Ecosystem Restoration” of 

production ecosystems, in the context of the UN Decade

10 Restoration Principles to guide the Ecosystem 

Restoration through the Decade (by FAO, IUCN CEM, SER)

More...visit www.decadeonrestoration.org for news, 

publications, videos, and communication resources

Contacts

mailto:restorationdecade@un.org
mailto:decade-on-restoration@fao.org
http://www.decadeonrestoration.org/


Tim Christophersen

Head, Nature for Climate Branch

Tim.Christophersen@un.org

United Nations Avenue, Gigiri

PO Box 30552 – 00100 GPO Nairobi, Kenya

Thank you 

Join the 

#GenerationRestoration


